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St. Ambrose University Basketball

St. Ambrose University Quick Facts

Location: Davenport, lowa

Founded: 1882

Enrollment: 3,780 (fall 2007)

President: Joan Lescinski, CSJ, PhD

Athletic Director: Ray Shovlain

Athletic Fax: 563-333-6239

Nickname: Fighting Bees, Queen Bees

Colors: Navy Blue and White

Affiliation: National Association of Intercollegiate Athletics
Conferences: Mid-States Football Association Midwest League; Mid-
American Men’s Volleyball Intercollegiate Conference; Midwest
Collegiate Conference (baseball, m/w basketball, m/w cross country,
m/w golf, m/w soccer, softball, m/w track & field, women’s volleyball)

Why are we the Fighting Bees?

One of the most frequent questions asked is where did the Bees
come from? Bees have been associated with St. Ambrose, bishop of
Milan, because of a legend that when he was an infant his father found
his face covered with bees. This was taken to be a sign of future
eloquence.

But what about Bees as our mascot? For the first 50 years the St.
Ambrose athletics teams were called the Saints. But in 1937 the
students mounted a campaign to change the nickname to something
else. The Ambrosian News, the student newspaper, took up the issue
and asked students for suggestions. As you can imagine there was a
wide variety of possibilities: The Big Oaks... the Ambrosian Oaks... the
Buffaloes... the SAC (a reference to the initials of the school and to the
Indian tribe that once lived here)... the Blue Tide... the Fighting Irish.

One student, Warren Lage, suggested the Bees, and he explained
that bees were historically associated with our patron saint and that
“the qualities of a bee, such as its industriousness and its ability to sting
might exemplify characteristics that might be associated with our
athletics teams. These might include: to strive valiantly, to work hard,
to be as troublesome to their opponents as a bee is to his.” The
students voted to name our teams the Bees. Almost immediately the
nickname got a nickname, when the Bees became the Blue Swarm.

St. Ambrose Sports Information Office

The St. Ambrose Sports Information Office is located in Office 218
in the athletics offices of Lee Lohman Arena, which is located on the St.
Ambrose campus on the corner of Scott and Lombard Streets.

Game Services: Complete statistics will be provided, including
halftime box scores and a final game packet including final box scores
and complete play-by-play.

Photographers: There is plenty of space for photographers
surrounding the court. Photographers are allowed anywhere on either
baseline. Photographers are not allowed on the sidelines.

More information on the St. Ambrose athletic program is available
online at www.sau.edu/athletics.

2007-08 - Another Banner Year for the Fighting Bees

St. Ambrose had another successful season, on the playing fields
and in the classroom, in 2007-08. The Bees won 10 conference
championships, had 81 student-athletes earn all-conference honors,
and crowned eight All-Americans. St. Ambrose had 110 academic all-
conference picks and 53 academic All-Americans. Additionally, SAU led
the country with 16 NAIA Scholar Teams.

Staff Directory (area code 563)

Administration:

Ray Shovlain Athletic Director
ShovlainRaymondJ@sau.edu
Beth Lybbert Administrative Assistant
LybbertElizabethA@sau.edu
Jim Callahan Asst. Athletic Director
CallahanJamesR@sau.edu
Bruce Billingsley Asst. Athletic Director
BillingsleyBruceA@sau.edu
Tony Huntley Athletic Facilities Director

HuntleyTonyL@sau.edu
Sports Information:
Brian Thiessen Sports Information Director
ThiessenBrianA@sau.edu

Athletic Training:

Dean Beauchamp Head Trainer
BeauchampDeanJ@sau.edu
Haruyo lzumi Athletic Trainer
lzumiHaruyo@sau.edu
Johnnie James Athletic Trainer
JamesJohnnieE@sau.edu
Jason Vorwerk Athletic Trainer

VorwerkJasonE@sau.edu

Head Coaches:

Nate Altenhofen Women's Basketball
AltenhofenNathanM@sau.edu
Bruce Billingsley Women'’s Volleyball
BillingsleyBruceA@sau.edu
Rich Blomgren M/W Tennis
BlomgrenRichardW@sau.edu
Jim Callahan Baseball
CallahanJamesR@sau.edu
Lance Corber Dance
CorberLanceG@sau.edu
Bill Gleeson Men’s Volleyball
GleesonWilliamJ@sau.edu
Fr. Bud Grant Men’s Soccer
GrantRobert@sau.edu
Jeff Griebel Men’s Golf
GriebellefferyK@sau.edu
Mike Magistrelli Football
MagistrelliMichaell@sau.edu
Jon Mannall Women's Soccer
MannallJonE@sau.edu
Felicia Miles Cheerleading
MilesFeliciaE@sau.edu
Bridget Murphy Softball
MurphyBridgetL@sau.edu

Dr. Michael Orfitelli Women'’s Golf
OrfitelliMichaelA@sau.edu

Ray Shovlain Men’s Basketball
ShovlainRaymondJ@sau.edu
Dan Tomlin M/W Track and Field
TomlinDanielD@sau.edu
Dan Zeimet M/W Cross Country

ZeimetDanielL@sau.edu
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St. Ambrose University Men’s Basketball — Coaching Staff
Ray Shovlain, Head Coach

Coach Ray Shovlain has always challenged the student-athletes in all programs to “Bee” leaders. A St. Ambrose
University leader defines winning as an every day effort to improve themselves, others around them, and the
communities in which they are involved. Over the past two decades, Coach Shovlain and his staff have strived to instill
that leadership in the student athletes that participate in men’s basketball.

The Fighting Bees have experienced tremendous success over the past 25 years. This success starts with the quality,
readiness, performance and community involvement that the men’s basketball program has been able to achieve.

Given that foundation, success on the basketball court has followed. Shovlain has achieved 478 victories and 14 20-win
seasons over his stellar career. The basketball program has earned nine NAIA National Tournament appearances and
four Sweet 16 finishes under Shovlain, including the school’s first and only trip to the Final Four in 2004, when the team
set a school record for most victories in a single season (32).

This has been accomplished against an extremely competitive and challenging schedule that has included many contests
against NCAA Division | and Il competitors. The program has elected to schedule the best opponents possible. This year’s
schedule is no different.

Past seasons have included games against many NCAA Division | opponents, including California State at Los Angeles,
Creighton, Indiana State, Loyola Marymount, St. Louis University, the University of San Diego and Western lllinois. The
2008-09 campaign is more of the same, featuring quality tournaments and a tough non-conference schedule.

Well regarded by his peers, Shovlain has spoken at a number of summer basketball camps at DePaul, Drake, Colorado
State, Illinois State, Louisville and Notre Dame. After the 1988-89 season, Shovlain was the recipient of the Paul Maaske
Memorial Award, an award given annually by the lowa Basketball Coaches Association to the leading small college coach
in the state.

Shovlain has also gained nationwide recognition as the activity director of the National Youth Sports Program (NYSP) at
St. Ambrose. The NYSP is a summer youth program aimed to help economically disadvantaged children ages 10-16 in
the Quad City area. The St. Ambrose University NYSP program was selected for the Silvio O. Conte Award in 1996,
recognizing them as the top NYSP program in the country.

A graduate of Clinton’s St. Mary’s High School, Shovlain led his team to the 1975 lowa State Championship while earning
All-State honors. As a four-year letterman at St. Ambrose, Shovlain still holds the single game, season and career assist
records and was inducted into the SAU Athletic Hall of Fame in 1993. He went on to earn his master’s in business
administration at St. Ambrose in 1982.

In addition to coaching and leading the Athletics Department, Shovlain’s position at St. Ambrose allows him to fulfill one
of his other passions, which is teaching in the College of Business. Shovlain was selected Professor of the Year in 1989
and 1993. Shovlain and his wife, Betsy, currently reside in Davenport. They are blessed with a daughter, Katelyn Rae, and
a son, Sean Michael.



St. Ambrose University Men'’s Basketball — Coaching Staff (cont.)
John Doyle, Assistant Coach

John Doyle is in his seventh year as an assistant on the St. Ambrose coaching staff. Overall, this is his 10th year of
coaching. Originally from Davenport, lowa, Doyle graduated from Davenport Assumption High School, where he lettered
in both football and basketball. He attended St. Ambrose, where he majored in Business Administration. Since
graduating from St. Ambrose, Doyle has taken some graduate level courses at Western lllinois University in Macomb. He
is currently the owner of The Hat in Bettendorf, lowa.

Kyle Murray, Assistant Coach

Kyle Murray enters his third season as an assistant on the St. Ambrose coaching staff. Murray is originally from
Muscatine, lowa, and graduated from Muscatine High School in 2002.

A finalist for the 2002 Quad City Sports Athlete of the Year, Murray earned 13 varsity letters as a 4-sport athlete. He was
a 1st-Team All-State selection in football and soccer while earning Honorable Mention recognition in baseball and
basketball. In Murray’s senior season, he led the Muskies to their first playoff football win in school history, their first
state basketball appearance in 48 years, and a quarterfinal showing in the state soccer tourney.

After a successful high school career, Murray played football for Division I-AA Drake University as a wide receiver. He
graduated with a Bachelor of Arts degree in English in 2006. Following Drake, Murray came to St. Ambrose as the
graduate assistant for Sports Information. He received a Master of Business Administration degree in 2008.

Jim Kiss, Assistant Coach

Jim Kiss joined the St. Ambrose men's basketball coaching staff prior to the 2008-09 season. Kiss spent the 2007-08
campaign as an assistant coach at the University of Minnesota-Duluth. At UMD, he was in charge of film exchange and
film breakdown; worked primarily with guards at practice; and assisted with recruiting, scouting reports, and preseason
and post-season individual workouts.

Originally from Geneseo, lll., Kiss was a two-time Quad City All-Metro selection. He was a unanimous First Team All-NCIC
pick and earned lllinois Basketball Coaches Association All-State honorable mention as a senior in 2002-03.

Kiss played four years at Minnesota-Duluth, an NCAA Division Il school. He graduated in the spring of 2007 with a
Bachelor's Degree in Sociology.

Jim's father Mike Kiss '76, his uncle Jim Morris ‘81, and his grandfather Don Morris '50 all played basketball and
graduated from St. Ambrose. Don Morris was inducted into the SAU Athletic Hall of Fame in 1981.

Kiss, who interned with C.H. Robinson Worldwide, Inc. in Bloomington, Ill., in the summer of 2007, is pursuing his
Master's of Organizational Leadership at St. Ambrose.

Brad Mohr, Assistant Coach

Brad Mohr begins his first season as an assistant coach with the Fighting Bees.



St. Ambrose University Men’s Basketball - 2008-09 Schedule

Date Opponent Location Time
Nov. 8 at Cardinal Stritch Milwaukee, Wis. 3p.m.
Nov. 10 at lll.-Springfield Springfield, Il 7 p.m.
Nov. 14-15 Pepsi Challenge Home

Nov. 14 vs. Sioux Falls 7:30 p.m.

Nov. 15 vs. Northwestern (lowa) 3p.m.
Nov. 18 at St. Francis, Ill. Joliet, Ill. 7:30 p.m.
Nov. 21-22 at Sioux Falls Tournament Sioux Falls, S.D. 8 p.m./4 p.m.
Nov. 25 Calumet College-St. Joseph Home 7:30 p.m.
Dec. 1 Augustana Home 7:30 p.m.
Dec. 3 Grand View* Home 7:30 p.m.
Dec. 6 at Mount Mercy* Cedar Rapids, lowa 3p.m.
Dec. 13 Il.-Springfield Home 2p.m.
Dec. 17 at Johnson & Wales North Miami, Fla. 7:30 p.m.
Dec. 20 at St. Thomas University Miami Gardens, Fla. 3p.m.
Jan. 3 Waldorf* Home 3p.m.
Jan. 7 lowa Wesleyan* Home 7:30 p.m.
Jan. 10 at Viterbo* La Crosse, Wis. 3p.m.
Jan. 14 William Penn* Home 7:30 p.m.
Jan. 15 at Olivet Nazarene Kankakee, lII. 3p.m.
Jan. 21 at Ashford™ Clinton, lowa 7:30 p.m.
Jan. 24 Clarke* Home 3p.m.
Jan. 26 at Grand View* Des Moines, lowa 7:30 p.m.
Jan. 29 Mount Mercy* Home 7:30 p.m.
Jan. 31 at Waldorf* Forest City, lowa 3p.m.
Feb. 4 at lowa Wesleyan* Mt. Pleasant, lowa 7:30 p.m.
Feb.7 Viterbo* Home 3p.m.
Feb. 11 at William Penn* Oskaloosa, lowa 7:30 p.m.
Feb. 14 at Purdue-Calumet Hammond, Ind. 3p.m.
Feb. 18 Ashford* Home 7:30 p.m.
Feb. 21 at Clarke* Dubuque, lowa 3p.m.
Feb. 25 MCC Conference Tournament TBA TBA
Feb. 28-Mar.1  MCC Final Four TBA TBA
* Midwest Collegiate Conference game

St. Ambrose University Men'’s Basketball - 2008-09 JV Schedule

Date Opponent Time Date Opponent Time
Nov. 4 at lllinois Central College 7 p.m. Jan. 17 Blackhawk East CC 1p.m.
Nov. 6 at Carl Sandburg CC 7:30 p.m. Jan. 19 at Monmouth 7 p.m.
Nov.8-9  atBlackhawk East CC TBA Jan. 22 at Rock Valley College 7p.m.
Nov. 12 at Spoon River CC 7:30 p.m. Jan. 27 at Dubuque 6 p.m.
Nov. 19 at Clinton CC 7 p.m. Jan. 28 at Marshalltown CC 7 p.m.
Nov. 20 Blackhawk West CC 6 p.m. Feb. 3 Spoon River CC 7p.m.
Nov. 25 at Kirkwood CC 7p.m. Feb.9 Clinton CC 6 p.m.
Dec. 1 Augustana 5:15 p.m. Feb. 10 at William Penn 7 p.m.
Dec. 2 at Blackhawk East CC 6 p.m. Feb. 12 Monmouth 6 p.m.
Dec. 4 Carl Sandburg CC 6 p.m. Feb. 16 Dubuque 6 p.m.
Jan. 15 William Penn 7 p.m. Feb. 20 at Blackhawk West CC 5:30 p.m.






